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Important Dates 

Keep an eye out in upcoming 
newsletters for the date of our first 
volunteer rally. This is where you will 
be sized for your clothing and pay 
your volunteer fee.  
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This year’s call for Tim Hortons Brier volunteers was answered at a record 
pace!  Over two hundred volunteers signed up on our first day of volunteer 
recruitment,  with the remaining spaces being filled in just over one week. 
Never before have we has such a quick response from an event city, and we 
want to thank you for your enthusiasm and commitment to the success of the 
2016 Tim Hortons Brier!

Now that you are signed up as a volunteer, you may be asking yourself “what 
comes next?”. Please thoroughly review the outline below of what is required 
of you as a 2016 Tim Horton Brier volunteer.

Attend the First Volunteer Rally #1.  The first Volunteer Rally will take 
place in September (the official date yet to be determined). This rally is where 
you will select the sizing for your volunteer clothing and pay your $100.00 
volunteer fee,  so it  is  very important that you attend!  Once we have the 
official  date,  volunteers  will  be  notified  via  email.  The  date  will  also  be 
included in all following newsletters.
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Meet Your Host Committee: 
Elaine Brimicombe 

  This  month’s  featured  Host  Committee  member  is 
Elaine Brimicombe. Elaine is the Vice Chair of Special 
Events  and  will  be  overseeing  the  Ceremonies,  Game 
Day  Activities,  and  Banquets  and  Volunteer  Rallies 
committees. 

Where do you call home? 
I was born and raised in Toronto, but am very proud to 
call Ottawa my home.  It is beautiful, vibrant and there 
is never a shortage of activities or events.  My family is 
here as is my heart.

Retired or working?

I enjoyed three very diverse career paths, first as a public 
servant,  and  then  I  moved  to  the  US  to  work  for  a 
software  company  and  when  I  returned  I  joined 
Heritage College (CEGEP) in Gatineau, Quebec, where 
I  taught until  my retirement.   A lifelong goal  was  to 
teach and although it took me a while, it was even more 
rewarding than I anticipated. 

How long have you been curling? 
I  have  been  curling  for  30  years,  definitely  a  late 
bloomer, but once I started, I was hooked.  

Best thing about curling?

For me, the best thing about curling is the great lifelong 
friends I have made and the anticipation of friendships 
that lie ahead.

Where did you throw your first curling rock? 
My first stone was thrown at the Rideau Curling Club.

Attend Volunteer Rally #2.  The second volunteer rally will take place in December and is where you will pick up your 
volunteer kit.  This kit includes your volunteer clothing, volunteer pin, accreditation pass and volunteer handbook. 
There will be more information about these rallies in upcoming newsletters.

Attend the 2016 Tim Hortons Brier.  After attending the two volunteer rallies, the final step is volunteering at the 
event!   You will  receive  your  volunteer  schedule  prior  to  the  event,  with  all  of  the  shifts  that  you  are  assigned. 
Remember that upon signing up, volunteers make a commitment of 30 hours and may be scheduled for up to that 
amount. If you have scheduling restrictions/preferences it is important to let your director know before they begin 
scheduling. Directors will be announced in the fall. 

Have Fun! Above all else, we want to ensure that every volunteer enjoys themselves and that the 2016 Tim Hortons 
Brier is an experience to remember!

Where do you curl today and how long have you 
been a member?

I have been a member of the RA Curling Club for 25 
years. 

Do you remember your first skip? 
Absolutely,  Rick  T in  mixed  curling  and  Debra  G in 
women’s curling.

Do you remember your last skip?

I curl in the Ladies Metro League (day time) and Diane 
is our skip. In the evening, I curl with Connie, Kim, Sue 
and Kerrie and I skipped last year.  We have a five 
person team.

Volunteer experience?

As a curling club member I was on the RA Curling Club 
executive twice (in two different centuries!)  and served 
one term as the chair of the club. Twice I have chaired 
the  Canadian  Wheelchair  Curling  Championship  and 
was  chair  of  the  Ottawa  Valley  Curling  Association’s 
Mixed Bonspiel for three years. I am completing a five 
year term on the Ottawa Valley Curling Association
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board of directors, where I was president for two years. As 
well I sat at the Ontario Curling Association as a member-
at-large  for  the  past  year.   Outside  of  curling  my  past 
volunteer  experience  includes:  Girl  Guides  of  Canada, 
Humane Society of Boulder and as  a mentor for immigrant 
women.

Why  did  you  volunteer  for  the  2016  Tim  Hortons 
Brier?

Like many others, I find volunteering is a great way to give 
back  to  the  community,  to  meet  new  people,  to  share 
experiences and continue to learn. I love curling so this is a 
great fit for me.

Hosting the 2016 Tim Hortons Brier brings a lot of 
excitement to the area, what are you most excited 
about? 

There are a lot of things to be excited about, it is hard to 
narrow it down. I am excited that the rest of Ottawa and 
visitors across Canada and beyond will have a chance to see 
our volunteers and community in action. 

550 volunteers are needed to host the 2016 Tim 
Hortons Brier, what can they expect?  

Our volunteers can expect to be a part of a world class 
event – that respects the traditions of the past and yet 
is open to new and innovative ideas. 
 
We want this  to be a  rewarding experience for  the 
volunteers, as well as the guests and athletes.

My hope is that the volunteers will wake up the day 
after  the  Tim Hortons  Brier  (or  in  the  case  of  the 
transportation  team when  the  last  team is  on  the 
airplane) and feel tremendous pride in what they have 
accomplished and in their contribution to making the 
2016  Tim Hortons  Brier  an  overwhelming  success.  
One  of  the  ways  we  will  succeed  in  making  this  a 
great experience for all the volunteers is to continue 
to communicate and share information.

Volunteer Uniforms 
Revealed 

The volunteer uniforms for the 2016 Tim 
Hortons Brier have been selected!  As an official 
volunteer for the 2016 Tim Hortons Brier, you 

receive a volunteer uniform that includes one polo 
t-shirt, one long sleeve polo, and one soft shell 

jacket. Take a look!

1.

2.

3.



Summer Promotions Are 
Underway for the 2016 Tim 

Hortons Brier!  
The  2016  Tim  Hortons  Brier  event  office  and 

volunteers have been attending events in the community, 
promoting next year’s event. Last month, with the help of 
some great 2016 Tim Hortons Brier volunteers, we set up 
at the 12th annual Ottawa Dragon Boat Festival where we 
spent the day speaking with lots of attendees and getting 
the  news  out  about  the  Men’s  National  Curling 
Championship. 

“We’ve  already  had  a  great  response  from 
volunteers,  offering  their  help  with  our  summer 
promotional events,’ says Jennifer Sharkey, the 2016 Tim 
Hortons Brier Marketing Coordinator.  “We wouldn’t  be 
able to do these promotions without them, so it’s great 
they everyone has been so eager to help”. 

If  you are interested in helping with any of our 
upcoming promotional events, keep an eye out for emails 
from Jennifer. She will be sending out emails regularly to 
recruit volunteers for promotions. 

The 2016 Tim Hortons Brier visits the Ottawa Dragon Boat 
Festival 

Festival-goers entered their names for a chance to win 
tickets to the 2016 Tim Hortons Brier. Everyone at the Dragon Boat Festival loved the curling rocks!



C O M M U N I T Y  A M B A S S A D O R

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS


