
 1 

New Format - Brier & Tournament of Hearts  
(Beginning in 2017-2018 season) 

 
 

 
 
Preamble 
For the 2017-2018 championship season, Curling Canada is proposing to eliminate the pre-qualification process 
for the Brier and Tournament of Hearts in favour of a new system that will allow each of Curling Canada’s 
fourteen Member Associations to fully participate.  Curling Canada was tasked by the membership to develop a 
new structure focusing specifically on the two flagship events: the Brier & Tournament of Hearts.  
 
The format must respect overall fiscal responsibility; must appeal to our fan base; and must continue to 
contribute to host committee successes and the economic impact legacy our events deliver to communities 
across our country. As well, the adoption of any new format will require a presentation to our sponsors: Tim 
Hortons & Kruger; and our television partner, TSN.  
 
 
Proposal 
The proposed new format will be similar to the current operation of the Canadian Juniors with two pools of 
teams. In the case of the Brier & Tournament of Hearts, we are proposing eight (8) teams per pool for a total of 
16 teams. We feel it is important to keep the Team Canada concept for both events. By adding the fourteen 
Member Associations, this would increase the total to 15 teams, which is difficult to manage because of the odd 
number. Therefore the proposed sixteen (16) teams. 
 
To reach 16 teams, we propose to add the respective winners of the Canada Cup, three of every four years. In 
the year where the Canadian Curling Trials replaces the Canada Cup in the Season of Champions rotation, the 
runner-up at the Canadian Curling Trials will earn the berths to the respective Canadian championships. (note: 
should Team Canada win the Canada Cup, the next highest ranked team on the CTRS the day following the 
Canada Cup will earn the invitation.)  This proposed benefit for winning the Canada Cup further strengthens the 
profile of that event. 
 
 
Key factors deemed essential 
1) Games will be ten (10) ends in length. This is critical to the preparation of our champions who will be playing 

10 ends at the World Championships and the Olympics. 
2) The field of play will feature 4 sheets of ice. Our ‘broadcast look’ is important to the overall fan experience. 
3) Contracted television broadcast hours must be met. 
4) Number of competition days must remain the same. 
5) All teams must meet Member Association eligibility requirements regardless how they qualified. 
6) Maximum three draws per day. 
 
 
Seeding 
The seeding in the pools will be determined by the Canadian Team Ranking System (CTRS) as of December 
31st prior to the event. Team Canada and the Canada Cup winners would be required to play 3 of the 4 players 
they fielded to earn the invitation to be eligible.  Should either team be declared ineligible they would be replaced 
with the highest ranking team from the CTRS the day after the Canada Cup.  Should any participating team(s) 
not be ranked on the CTRS, Curling Canada will develop an open process to rank these teams. 
 
 
Schedule 
The schedule would be similar to the existing format. Teams would arrive on Thursday. Friday would include the 
pre-competition practice followed by Hot Shots, then the opening evening social in the Patch / Heartstop. 
Saturday would feature the finals of the Hot Shots, the opening ceremonies, and the opening two draws. 
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Date  Time  Event    
Thursday All day Teams arrive  

Friday 

8:00am Team Practices 
1:00pm Ford Hot Shots 
2:15pm Group Photo 
3:00pm Ford Hot Shots 
4:00pm Trick Shots 
7:30pm Party in the Patch (meet the teams) 

Saturday 

11:00am Ford Hot Shots Finals 
12:30pm Opening Ceremonies 
2:00pm Draw #1 
7:00pm Draw #2 

Sunday 
9:00am Draw #3 
2:00pm Draw #4 
7:00pm Draw #5 

Monday 
9:00am Draw #6 
2:00pm Draw #7 
7:00pm Draw #8 

Tuesday 
9:00am Draw #9 
2:00pm Draw #10 
7:00pm Draw #11 

Wednesday 
9:00am Draw #12 
2:00pm Draw #13 
7:00pm Draw #14 

Thursday 
9:00am Draw #15 (tiebreaker games if necessary) 
2:00pm Draw #16 [championship round] 
7:00pm Draw #17 [championship round] 

Friday 
9:00am Draw #18 [championship round] 
2:00pm Draw #19 [championship round] 
7:00pm Draw #20 Page Playoff 1v2 (plus tie-breakers if necessary) 

Saturday 
9:00am Draw #21 (tie-breakers if necessary) 
2:00pm Draw #22 Page Playoffs 3v4 

   7:00pm Draw #23 Semi Finals 

Sunday 2:00pm Draw #24 Bronze Medal Game 
7:00pm Draw #25 Gold Medal Game 

This schedule does not include any fan activities that will continue to be part of the presentation of each of these events. 
 
 
Format 
Teams will play seven games in their respective pools. At the conclusion of the seven games, the top four teams 
in each pool will advance to the championship round where each team will play another 4 games; one against 
each of the top four teams from the other pool for a total of 11 games. 
 
If necessary, tiebreaker games will be played Thursday morning. Should multiple tiebreakers games be required, 
games late Wednesday night or shorter games may be played.  The championship pool games must start 
Thursday afternoon to make the schedule work. 
 
Following the championship pool games, the top four teams & ties will move on to the Page Playoffs. 
Tiebreakers for 4th place will be played Saturday morning and/or Friday night (if necessary). The 1v2 game will 
be played Friday evening while the 3v4 game will be played in the afternoon. 
 
The semi final will be played Saturday night while the bronze medal game and gold medal game will be played 
on Sunday. 
 
 
Teams 
 All teams will arrive the opening Thursday. 
 Teams finishing 9-16 will depart Friday morning, while teams finishing 1-8 will depart Monday. 
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Pros  
 All provinces & territories in the field play at least 7 games. 
 The champion will play 13 to 15 games depending on playoff option, which is similar to the status quo. 
 There will be better teams in the field, which satisfies the traditionalist (all provinces / territories are playing) 

and the casual fan (the best teams are playing). 
 Might boost MA participation with 2 teams now bypassing playdowns. 
 Canada Cup continues to offer bigger prizes. 
 Trials runner-up receive a significant ‘consolation’ prize. 
 Great ticket package offerings. 
 All families can attend the entire week. 
 No change to the draw schedule. 

 
 
Cons  
 The games on Thursday and Friday will not have identified opponents.   
 Teams only play 11 of the 15 other teams. 
 Possible unrest among our fan base. 

 
 
 


